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Module 1:  Overview 

Video Script 

Introduction 

The overall educational goal of Project Management Certification (PM0011) is to 

provide the student with a distance learning experience equivalent to a classroom environment 

(Saba & Simonsen).  As a result, this course has been designed with a mix of learning 

experiences (tools) to achieve the collaborative and social aspect of a classroom environment.  

In the following sections these tools will be identified and defined as to how they apply to this 

course. 

Discussion Thread 

Communication in distance learning occurs when two or more students share their ideas 

between each other and the instructor (Simonsen, Smaldino, Albright & Zvacek 2012).   

Discussion forums (within CourseSites) provide the opportunity for collaboration by providing a 

place to ask questions, share ideas or even debate a response.  A weekly discussion prompt will 

be posted by the instructor on each Monday.  Each student will have 2 to 3 days to post an 

initial response to the questions or case study.  Next, all students will critique, post additional 

info or add information not yet discovered by others participating in the thread.  Through this 

medium, students may challenge each other in their original perspective. 
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Blogs 

Blogging is a type of reflective learning which helps to develop critical thinking, self-

awareness and analytical skills and is important to both staff and students (Higher Education 

Academy 2009).   

 Each student will choose a blog website to create an account and start a blog for this 

course.  Blogging is another useful tool for collaboration and sharing ideas.  Unlike the 

discussion thread, blog websites permit you to post video, graphics or mind maps to creatively 

demonstrate your point of view.  You may choose to open your blog to the public to see what 

responses you receive from individuals already working as project managers. 

Group Project/Wiki 

 At the beginning of the course, project groups will be assigned based on a brief 

questionnaire provided by the instructor.  As you might imagine a group project is a central 

component to this course.  This project is designed to not only test your technical and 

organizational abilities, but to also verify your ability to work within a team of people.  Each 

group will elect a project manager and assign their own tasks to each member.  Group project 

members will use a Wiki site to manage their contributions to the project.  Wikis are a great 

collaborative tool for assignments to be posted online (Simonsen, et. al 2012). 

Podcast Presentations/Embedded 

 Video podcasts enable the instructor to share presentations created by experts and 

individuals who work in the project management industry currently.  These podcasts are 

available within most of the modules and may require you to upgrade your flash player or 

download QuickTime.   
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Conclusion 

 Learning experiences are anything which promote learning including things which are 

heard, felt, or done. In an asynchronous environment, learning will be different for every 

student.  This course was designed to present an equivalent experience for each student no 

matter their learning needs through a collection of experiences in discussion, blogging, video 

and group interactions (Simonsen, et. al 2012). 
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